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Commercial Plan Review: RDP policy for Electrical Design

In accordance with section 111.1 of the Uniform Statewide Building Code (VUSBC) and Section 54.1-410
of the Code of Virginia, construction documents for electrical systems are required to be prepared and sealed
by a registered design professional (architect or engineer) where indicated in chart “B“ printed on the back of
this document (excerpted from the Building and Fire Code Related Laws Package).

Additionally, VUSBC section 111.1 and Section 54.1-410 of the Code of Virginia (note “a” to chart B on the
back of this document) grant authority to the building official to require construction documents be prepared
by a registered design professional (RDP) when deemed necessary. In accordance with that authority
granted to the building official, the Chesterfield County Building Inspection Department requires Electrical
system construction documents, for all group A occupancies with occupant loads greater than 100, be
prepared and sealed by a registered design professional.

Construction documents for electrical systems that are not required to be prepared by a registered design
professional must be prepared by a licensed master electrical, or a licensed class A electrical contractor. The
name, phone number, address and occupation of the person that prepared the construction documents must
be printed on the construction documents.



111.1 When required. In accordance with Section 54.1-410 of the Code of Virginia and under the general
authority of this code, the local building department shall establish a procedure to ensure that construction
documents under Section 109 are prepared by an RDP in any case in which the exemptions contained in
Sections 54.1-401, 54.1-402 or Section 54.1-402.1 of the Code of Virginia are not applicable or in any case
where the building official determines it necessary. When required under Section 54.1-402 of the Code of
Virginia or when required by the building official, or both, construction documents shall bear the name and
address of the author and his occupation.

CHART B - ELECTRICAL DESIGN (cont.}

A propossd slecirical syspem which is class fied within any of the catspories marked "Yes” requires an a's scal on the plans

Thege BOT markesd *Yes® may not require zn a'e s2al only if dezigeed by a licensed masier clecincian of Class A elecimeal
comlracior {see Modes b and ©).

SEpErAkE requaremenis &pply 55 10 whether the mechianical sysuems or the general design of such structures require an a'e seal

isee Charts A and C)
LSE BRIEE HEIGI? E‘;Iﬂ“lh I:H-.I:IJ:.-T- LOAD '|.-'I:IL,'£ .’.M;
GROU DESCRIPTION a0l | OVE | B0 | OVE
3 10R I0OR | OVE | OR R OR R
LESS | OVER3 | LESS | RIo0 | LESS | 600 | LESS | BOO
A-1 | THEATERS _ YES _ YES _ ves | _ | vEes
A-2 | DANCE HALLS _ YES _ _ _ vES | YES
A-3 | RESTAURANTS, ETC. _ YES _ _ _ yES | _ | vES
At | CHURCHES (ONLY) _ YES _ _ _ YES | _ | YES
A5 GEAMDSTAMDS, ETC, - YES _ - - YES - YES
B | BUSINESS . _ YES _ _ vES [ _ | vES
E | SCHOOLS & DAY CARE YES YES YES YES | YES | YES | YES | YES
CEMTERS
F | FACTORY & INDUSTRIAL _ YES _ ) ) Y ES ) YES
H | HIGH HAZARD YES YES YES vEs | vEs | ¥vEs | vEs | YES
1 INSTITUTIONAL {GENERAL) YES VES YES YES | YES | YES | YES | VES
1 DAY MURSERIES & CLIMICS
WD LIFE SUPPORT _ YES _ _ _ YES | _ | YES
M | MERCANTILE _ YES _ _ _ YES | _ | YES
R | RESIDENTIAL _ YES i} ) _ ves | _ | vES
5 | STORAGE (FARM) ; ) _ _ _ _ _ _
5 | STORAGE (NON-FARM) _ YES _ _ _ YES | _ | YES
U | UTILITY & MISCELLANEOUS _ YES _ - N vES [ _ | YES

Mote m. A local building offlcdal may requite an a'e seal fof electrica] work even if not required o do so by this chart.

Mode b, The law requires ihai, where an a'e seal is pot present, the plans must be signed by the individual (not company)}
responsible for the design, including the individeal 's cecupation and address

Mot ¢. The above chart applies both to new constuction and o sdditions of femodeling

*ote d. The exempiion for elecirical cortraciors and elsciricians is applicable ealy when Borh design asd mstallson are
under thelf direction ar congral.
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